
 

 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  May 3, 2022 

Rosemead School District Congratulates Muscatel Middle School for Being 
Awarded as a 2022 California Pivotal Practice (CAPP) Program 
Recipient, as Announced by State Superintendent Tony Thurmond 

The Rosemead School District congratulates Muscatel Middle School for being awarded as a 2022 

California Pivotal Practice (CAPP) recipient, as announced by State Superintendent Tony Thurmond.   

 

“I’m incredibly proud of these schools and districts for their creativity, dedication, and innovation in the 

face of adversity,” Thurmond said.  “These schools led incredible efforts to engage students, distribute technology, 

provide meals, and support the social and emotional well-being of students during an incredibly difficult time for 

schools and families.” 

 

A component of the California Department of Education (CDE) California School Recognition Program 

(CSRP), the California Pivotal Practice (CAPP) Program celebrates schools and districts that implemented an 

innovative practice during the 2020-2021 school year.  The CAPP Program was being utilized during the 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, during which time state law suspended the reporting of state and 

local indicators on the 2020 and 2021 California School Dashboard (Dashboard).  It is anticipated that the CDE will 

transition back to the California DS program in 2023.   

 

Muscatel Middle School is one of 727 schools and 121 school districts that are being honored for 

demonstrating their efforts to support students in four (4) target areas: 

● Student Engagement 

● Distribution of Technology 

● Nutrition Services 

● Social Emotional Well-Being of Students 

 

Muscatel Middle School Pivotal Practice in the area of Student Engagement:  Professional Learning 

Communities (PLCs) In March 2020, teachers at Muscatel Middle School immediately responded to the needs of 

our students; arriving at our school campus to assemble and distribute work packets for our students to stay engaged 

with their studies.  When staff realized that it would be a long time before our students would be able to return to 

campus, teachers again returned to our school site to distribute Chromebooks for each student to use to access their 

assignments in Google Classroom.  At this point, PLCs continued to develop and align curriculum maps for student 

access, but also began examining the data produced, or not produced, by their students in distance learning, to 

address ongoing gaps in access and achievement.   

 

When the 2020-2021 school year began, PLCs evolved from monthly collaborations to weekly and in many 

cases, bi-weekly team time.  PLCs met to answer the collective question, “What do we want our students to learn?” 

The team also expanded to “How will we know when they’ve learned it?”  This created common formative 

assessments (CFAs) to assess progress for learning and to intentionally design intervention and acceleration 

activities based upon findings from this CFA data.  Though staff was not able to physically be in the same space 

with our students, the PLC practices connected us to them, allowing staff to more deeply know and respond to their 

instructional needs. 
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“I am incredibly proud of the Muscatel team of educators.  Our staff cares for and works tirelessly to support 

the academic and social emotional development of our students, and this care and concern became even more 

apparent during the pandemic.  We are humbled to receive the California Pivotal Practice Award and we will 

continue our efforts to maximize student engagement on the Muscatel campus,” stated Muscatel Principal Mrs. 

Jocelyn Wilson. 

 

“Although student and staff safety was a primary focus for our school district, student academic 

achievement and socio-emotional learning was as well. Muscatel’s PLC model is an example of how our dedicated 

educators tackled the challenge of teaching and learning in the midst of a pandemic. We are extremely proud of our 

Mustang staff and students” shared Superintendent Mr. Alejandro Ruvalcaba. 

 

“Congratulations to Muscatel Middle School for being one of the recipients of the California Pivotal 

Practice School Program Award for 2022.  It’s a great honor for our middle school to receive this award.  Amidst 

of a pandemic, our teachers, principal, staff, and Superintendent remained laser focused on ensuring that our students 

continued receiving a high quality education.  I’m appreciative of all their hard work and dedication,” stated Board 

of Trustees President Ms. Nancy Armenta. 

 

About the California Pivotal Practice (CAPP) Program 

 The California Department of Education utilized the California Pivotal Practice (CAPP) Program to 

highlight schools and districts who implemented an innovative practice during the 2020-2021 school year.  To learn 

more about the California Pivotal Practice (CAPP) visit:  https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/sr/pp/ 

 

About the Rosemead School District  
The Rosemead School District (RSD) was established in 1859 and is a Local Education Agency 

(LEA) led by Superintendent Mr. Alejandro Ruvalcaba. The District’s education program includes 

students in preschool, transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, and grades 1st through 8th.  The Rosemead 

School District offers programs as follows and are not limited to:  Full Day Kindergarten, English 

Language Development (ELD); Instrumental Music program (4th-8th grades); Student in Need program; 

State Preschool; Transitional Kindergarten; Before and Afterschool programs:  K.S.A.R.T. (Kinder After 

School Recreational and Tutorial), A.S.A.R.T. (After School Recreational and Tutorial), A.S.E.S. (After 

School Education and Safety) program; Migrant Education Program; Gifted and Talented Program 

(GATE); Science Olympiad; Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID); Franklin Covey’s 

Leader in Me® Program and 7-Habits©; Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS); Migrant 

Education; and Special Education programs. For more information about the Rosemead School District, 

please visit www.rosemead.k12.ca.us.  For more information about school educational programs, please 

contact the Educational Services Department at (626) 312-2900 x213. 

 

We encourage everyone to follow the Rosemead School District via the free Rosemead Mobile 

App, download the app today (for instructions visit https://www.rosemead.k12.ca.us).  Stay informed 

about the great things happening at the Rosemead School District via Twitter  @CommunicateRSD. 
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